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will be style. K you have a gift in you, style will come of
itself."
Romesh Chiinder look this advice to heart, and the
result was. four historical novels covering a hundred years
of Indian history from the middle- of the sixteenth century
to the reign of Aurangzeb. The first two, namely, Banga
Bijeta (Conqueror of Bengal) and Madhabi Kankan
(Bracelet of Flowers), relate to Akbar's conquest of Ben-
gal. The third, Rajput Jiban Sandhya (Evening of Rajput
Life), is based on the heroic struggles o£ Rana Pratap; and
the fourth, Maliarashtra Jiban Prabhat (Dawn of Maha-
rashtrian Life) describes the rise of Marattha power under
Sivaji, pcihaps the greatest military genius of India's re-
corded history.
History was a passion with Romesh Cminder, and it is
no wonder that Scott was his favourite English author.
Turning to his own language he thought of history again
and wrote historical novels in the style of Scott. But it
was not merely the natural bias of his mind that made him
a historical novelist. In writing such fiction he had the
same object that inspired several of his other works, namely
to recall to the present generation the glories of the past.
As he himself put it in one of his novels : "Gentle
reader, my sole object has been to narrate the glories of
our past and the greatness of our national heroes. If I
have succeeded in, kindling a single spark of love and ad-
miration for our national heroes, then not in vain did I
take up my pen."
Among the literary men of nineteenth-century Bengal,
Romesh Dutt has an assured and permanent place. He
may not have risen to the heights of Banfcim Chunder as
a novelist, but as a contemporary pointed out: "Mr.
R. C. Ehitt yields to no writer of our day in the flights of
his imagination, in, the; loftiness of his conceptions and ia

